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the New Orleans, which had been attached to the Flying Squad-
ron, was detached to remain at Hampton Eoads.

The squadron, except the Sterling, arrived off Charleston on
May 15th, and was met off the bar by Commander Conway H.
Arnold, lighthouse inspector, who delivered new orders to pro-
ceed to Key "West, Pla., and report to Commodore Geo. C. Eemey.
The squadron arrived at Key West about midnight of May 17th,
taking up an anchorage outside the reef, as the heavy draft of
the larger ships would not permit them to anchor with safety
anywhere inside. There were no vessels anchored off this port
except the St. Paul and a coal schooner from which the St. Paul
was taking coal.

On the morning of May 18th a call was made on shore upon
Commodore Eemey, after saluting his broad pennant, to report
for instructions, as the order received off Charleston had directed.
During the interview with Commodore Remey he exhibited a
despatch from the Secretary of the Navy directing the Flying
Squadron to take station off Havana and blockade it. After a
conference of some length with Commodore Eemey, during which
many matters were gone over, a number of Cubans residing in
Key West were interviewed with reference to the locations of
Spanish troops in and about Havana. Their information was
that the province about Cienfuegos and to the westward of
Havana was completely occupied and that great care must be
exercised in opening communication with the Cubans, who were
mainly in the mountains further back on the island. Hastening
off to the Brooklyn to carry out the orders to Havana, the New
YorJc, bearing Acting Eear Admiral Sampson's flag, was seen ap-
proaching the anchorage from the eastward. A call was made
upon Admiral Sampson to pay respects, and to talk over the
situation, with the purpose of making matters clearer about the
situation of his command, the disposition of his vessels, the loca-
tion of pilots, and any arrangements he may have made for
communication with the insurgents, all these matters being en-
tirely unknown to the commander of the Plying Squadron. At
the same time, the orders to blockade Havana were explained,
but these Admiral Sampson countermanded.on to wait for
